
PREPARATION FOR THE SECOND WRITTEN WORK 

1. Complete the sentences using the correct form of the verb in brackets: 
Example:  

The Euro can be used (can use) in many London shops.  

 

a) Money __________ (can take out) from a cash machine. 
b) Hotels _________ (can build) out of ice. 
c) The train to Oxford ______________ (might delay) because of the bad weather. 
d) In the airport, baggage ____________ (must not leave) unattended. 
e) Tickets _____________ (must buy) before you get on the bus. 
f) National monuments _________________ (cannot sell) to tourists. 

 
2. Complete the sentences using the correct form of say or tell:  

Example: 

She said she was going to the cinema. 

 

a) John _________ me where you were last night. 
b) The teacher _________ we had to finish our project tomorrow. 
c) ________ me how old are you. 
d) I never believe anything he __________ me.  

 

3. Change the active sentences to passive form and the passive sentences to active form:  

 

a) Leonardo da Vinci painted the Mona Lisa.  
____________________________________________ 

b) They don’t play football at my school. 
____________________________________________ 

c) Your English lessons will be given by a famous poet. 
____________________________________________ 

d) People can buy souvenirs in this shop. 
____________________________________________ 

e) How often has Brazil won the World Cup? 
____________________________________________ 

f) Our teacher is marking our test now. 
____________________________________________ 
 

4. Change the sentences into reported speech:  

 

a) “Do you like ice cream, Billy?” 

She wanted to know ___________________________________________. 

b) “I don’t want to play football.” 

He said _____________________________________________________. 

c) “What are you doing, Helen?” 

He wanted to know ____________________________________________. 

d)  “All students have to be on time for their lessons.” 

She said ____________________________________________________. 

e) “Where are the tennis courts?” 

He asked ___________________________________________________. 

f) “It will rain later.”  

She said ____________________________________________________. 

g) “Who is Mary talking to?” 

He asked ____________________________________________________. 

 

 



5. Read the text and answer the questions: 

 

txtn s gr8!  cn u do it? 
 

Yes, texting (txtn) really is great and not hard to do. Text is the form of language used mostly by 

teenagers when they send short messages on their mobile phones or chat on the Internet to their 

friends. While some people think that it is destroying the English language, experts are more and 

more convinced that the skills used in writing and understanding texts can be very useful in 

learning foreign languages, so maybe it is not a bad thing. As well as texting being a cool thing to 

do, teenagers think that it keeps their messages private. They believe that if their parents read 

their texts, they just won’t understand them, but text language is not that hard to understand. So 

parents can often read it and work out what was said quite easily. 

 

There are four basic kinds of text words: 

a) The first of these are the single letters which sound like words. The letter “b” for example can be used 

as the word “be”. Other letters that work this way are “c” (see), “r” (are), “y” (why), and “u” (you).  

b) The second kind are numbers which sound like words or parts of words, like “8” for “ate”, or “2” for “to” 

or “too”. You can join these numbers with letters to make other words, like “m8” for “mate” or “2nite” for 

“tonight”.  

c) The third kind of word is made just by not using vowels, so that “text” becomes “txt”. You might think 

this would be hard to understand, but most people can recognize almost any word even when all the 

vowels are taken out. Thts rlly gd, isn’t it? 

d) The last kind of text word is more difficult. This kind of word is made up from abbreviations of the first 

letter of each word in a phrase – “imo” for example means “in y opinion”. It can be hard to guess what 

the letters stand for, though. You could think “fyi” means “fill your imagination” when in fact it means 

“for your information”. Often you can guess the meaning from the rest of the message, just as you can 

sometimes with a new word in a foreign language.   

 

I hope you can see that texting in English is not so hard. Anyone can do it. Y nt u? 

 

 

a) What is text language used for? 

______________________________________________________ 

b) What do linguists think it can be helpful for? 

______________________________________________________ 

c) Why doesn’t using text language keep teenagers’ messages private? 

______________________________________________________ 

d) Why are text abbreviations hard to understand? 

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

 

 

 



ANSWER KEY 

1. a) can be taken out; b) can be built; c) might be delayed; d) must not be left; e) must be bought; f) cannot be 

sold. 

2. a) told; b) said; c) Tell; d) tells. 

3. a) The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo da Vinci. 

b) Football is not / isn’t played at my school. 

c) A famous poet will give your English lessons. 

d) Souvenirs can be bought in this shop. 

e) How often has the World Cup been won by Brazil? 

f) Our tests are being marked now (by our teacher). 

4.    a) if Billy liked ice cream. 

       b) (that) he didn’t want to play football. 

      c) what Helen was doing. 

      d) (that) all students had to be on time for their lessons. 

      e) where the tennis courts were. 

      f) (that) it would rain later. 

      g) who Mary was talking to.  

5.  a) Sending mobile phone messages and chatting on the Internet 

     b) learning foreign languages 

    c) It is easy for parents to understand. 

   d) It’s hard to guess what the letters mean. 


