
 English articles, part 1

1. In a welfare state  we must take care of … . 

    a. the old    c. old 

    b. olds    d. the olds 

2. I love … music. especially … 18th-century music. 

    a. the. the     c -. an 

    b. the. -        d. -. - 

3. … my favourite vegetable. 

    a. This carrot is   c. The carrots are 

    b. A carrot   d. Carrots are 

4. … apple a day keeps … doctor away. 

    a. -. a    c. An. - 

    b. The. a    d. An. the 

5. We had a lovely evening at … . 

    a. Watsons   c. Mr. Watson          

    b. the Watsons’   d. the Mr. Watsons’ 

6. Well. if it’s a good story. I ’ll listen with … pleasure. 

    a. a     c. - 

    b. the     d. my 

7. Their parties were … . 

   a. good fun    c. the good fun 

   b. good funs    d. a good fun 

8. The ball hit her on … head. 

   a. a     c. the 

   b. -     d. its 

9. He asked the chemist to give him something for … bad toothache. 

   a. -      c. that 

   b. a      d. the 

10. … cheese in that shop isn’t very good. 

   a. A      c. Any 

   b. -     d. The 

11. … have a peculiar sense of humour. 

   a. An English    c. The English 

   b. English    d. Englishes 

12. We eat … soup with … spoon. 

   a. a. a     c. -. - 

   b. -. a     d. the. the 

13. The students have lessons three times … week. 

   a. a      c. the 

   b. -      d. on 

14. Have you … money left? 

   a. some of     c. the 

   b. a      d. any 

15. It’s nice if a child can have … own room. 

   a. the     c. its 

  b. -     d. an 

16. There were many dogs in the park. One dog was ….. Labrador. 

   a. -      c. one 

   b. a       d. the 

17. I have never seen …. UFO. 

   a. -     c. a 

   b. one      d. the 

18. I went to …  sea during my holiday and I rented ….. bungalow  near the beach. 

   a. the /the   c. -/a 

   b. The/-    d. The/a 

19. I had  …  fish  and   …  chips for lunch. 

   a. the/the    c. -/- 

   b. a/a     d. any 

20. I work with my hands. I am … car mechanic. 

   a. a     c. - 

   b. any     d. young  

21.I heard  … knock on … door. 

   a. a/a    c. -/a 

   b. a/the   d. a/- 

22. There’s … difficult crossword in … Times. 
   a. a/ -     c. a/the 

   b. -/a     d. the/the 

23. Susan doesn’t like  … cakes  sold in   … local bakery 

   a. the/the     c. the/- 

   b. -/the     d. the/a 

24. We go to … church with  .. children every Sunday. 

   a. the/the     c. the/- 

   b. -/the     d. a /the 

 

 
 

 

   

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

   

   

 
 

 

 



 

Answer key, part 1 
 

1.a (definite article the is combined here with an adjective old 

describing a class or group of people) 

2.d (a general statement takes no article)                             

3.d (a general statement takes no article)    

4.d (idiom, which means “ Apples are so nutritious that if you 
eat an apple every day, you will not ever need to go to a 

doctor. ”)    

5.b (here, the definite article is used before the plural of 

somebody's last name to refer to a whole family)    

6.c (a fixed phrase “to do something with pleasure”)    

7.a (a general statement takes no article)    

8.b (parts of the body)    

9.b (with some conditions, a/an is optional, such as 

stomachache, toothache or is not used at all  - flu, hepatitis…)    

10.a (cheese is both countable and uncountable; it is usually 
uncountable, but here it means an actual piece of cheese) 
11.c (the English as the whole nation)    

12.c (a general statement (e.g. describing someone’s eating 
habits) takes no article. Here it means: “We eat all the soup 

with all things that are spoons.” 

As a rule, soup is an uncountable noun; liquid substances are 
uncountable nouns, but can be counted with an appropriate unit 

of measure, e.g. a bowl of soup.)    

14.d (money is an uncountable noun)    

15.c (possessive adjective showing ownership)    

16.b (an unknown dog)    

17. a (As the initial sound in UFO is consonantal, the article has to be a . The abbreviation UFO 
means “Unidentified Flying Object”).     
18. d (sea is thing generally regarded as unique)    

19.c (fish and chips - uncountable)    

20. a (an indefinite article is needed in front of professions)    

21. b  

22. c (the definite article the is used when referring to the names of newspapers and journals)     

23. a     

24.b (When church is visited for its primary purpose, the is not used in front of this noun. When 

it’s visited for other reasons, the is necessary)    
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English articles, part 2 

1. They went out …… few minutes before you arrived. 

   a. a     c. an 

   b. the     d. - 

2. … is a valuable metal. 

   a. The gold    c. Gold 

   b. A gold    d. All gold 

3. You buy petrol by … litre. 

   a. a     c. the 

   b. -     d. one 

4. Butter is made from … milk. 

   a. the     c. a 

   b. some    d. - 

5. It’s easy for …. they are strong and healthy. 

   a. young                 c. the young 

   b. a young                                   d. the youngs 

6. What …. beautiful picture! 

   a. -     c. the 

   b. a      d. one 

7. When there is a change in the weather I always have …. headache. 

   a. a     c. - 

   b. the     d. an 

8. What … nice dress! 

   a. one     c. a  

   b. -     d. the 

9. It’s easy for …. they can buy everything. 

   a. rich     c. a rich 

   b. the rich    d. the riches 

10. Apples are sold by …. pound. 

   a. the     c. one 

   b. a      d. - 

11. Did you get to the cinema in …. time?  

    a. the     c. a 

    b. an     d. - 

12. Did you come by … air? 

    a. an     c. the 

    b. -     d. a 

13. You should brush your teeth after … breakfast. 

    a. a     c. the 

    b. one     d. - 

14. ’Can you tell me … time?’ ’ It is five o’clock.’ 

    a. the     c. - 

    b. a      d. an 

15. Don’t ask me. I am not … teacher. 

    a. -     c. any 

    b. a      d. one 

16. From the hotel we had a beautiful view of … Atlantic. 

    a. the     c. - 

    b. an     d. a 

17. Susan plays ….. violin well ,but she isn’t good at playing …….football. 

    a. the. the    c. -. the 

    b. the. -    d. -. - 

18. In England on … Xmas Eve many people go to … church at midnight. 

    a. the. the    c. -. the 

    b. the. -    d. -. - 

19. After … collision they were immediately taken to … hospital. 

    a. the. -    c. the. the 

    b. -. the    d. -. - 

20.  … greatest invention of the 20th century is … computer. 

    a. The.-       c. The. the 

    b. -. the        d. -. - 

21. The highest mountain in … world is in … Himalayas. 

    a. a. the    c. the. - 

    b. -. the    d. the. the 

22. … breakfast is a meal that I do not normally enjoy but … breakfast we 

ate today was very  good. 

    a. The. -    c. -. the 

    b. -. -    d. The. the 

23.I’m sorry. I have to go. I’m in  … hurry. 

    a. the    c. a 

    b. -     d. one 

24. ’Which is … largest planet?’ ’ It is … Jupiter.’ 

    a. the. the    c. -. the 

    b. the. -     d. -. - 

 

   

   

  
 

   

 
 

 

   

 
  

  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Answer key, part 2  

 
 

1.a (Few, when used without a preceding a, means "very few" 

or "none at all". On the other hand, a few is used to indicate 

"not a large number") 

2.c (talking about things in general)                               

3.c (litre - unit of measurement) 

4.d (milk – uncountable) 

5.c (definite article the is combined here with an adjective old 

describing a class or group of people) 
6.b (the indefinite article is used after the words what and 

such) 

7.a (with some conditions, a/an is optional, such as 

stomachache, toothache or is not used at all  - flu, hepatitis…) 

8.c (the indefinite article is used after the words what and 

such) 

9.b (the definite article is combined here with an adjective old 

describing a class or group of people) 

10.a (pound - unit of measurement) 

11.d (phrase “in time” means “not late”) 

12.b (“to travel by air”  means to travel by vehicles such as 

airplanes, helicopters etc.) 

13.d (the zero article is used before meals) 

14.a (definite article indicates that you are referring to a 
specific instance. So you say, “What is the time?” if you are 

asking for a specific time).  

15.b (an indefinite article is needed in front of professions) 

16.a (the definite article is used before the names of 

rivers, oceans, and seas) 

17. b (the definite article is used before musical instruments)  

18. d (The zero article with names of sports, games and 

activities) 

19.a (When hospital is visited for its primary purpose, the is not used in front of this noun. When 

it’s visited for other reasons, the is necessary.) 

20. c (superlative) 

21. d (the definite article is used before mountains) 

22. c (the zero article is used before meals, but “the breakfast we ate today” is specific meal) 

23. c (specific cakes) 

24. b (When church is visited for its primary purpose, the is not used in front of this noun. When 

it’s visited for other reasons, the is necessary.) 
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